Introduction to Anthropology 
ANT 105-10
Spring 2018
T, TH 11:30am-12:45pm
Room: Cromwell 210
Note:  This syllabus including topics, times & assignments can be changed if deemed necessary by the instructor.

Instructor:  
Aaron M. Lampman, Ph.D.

Office:

Cromwell 215
Phone: 
410-810-7484

Email:

alampman2@washcoll.edu
Office Hours: 
Wednesdays 9:00 – 10:00 and Thursdays 12:45 – 2:00

 I am also available by appointment.  Please stop by my office at Cromwell 215 anytime, and knock if the door is closed.  Call ahead at x7484.

Contact Policy:  I am easy to contact and always happy to meet or respond to phone calls and emails. I will respond to queries sent during the business week within 48 hours. Please give me extra time to respond to emails sent over the weekend.  I have plenty of office hours during which you can schedule a meeting or just drop by!  

Course Description: Throughout time a tremendous variety of biological, social and cultural adaptations have allowed humans to exist in almost every environment on earth.  Our goal is to examine the diversity of human societies and cultural patterns as well as the similarities that make all humans fundamentally alike.  Beginning with the current knowledge and approaches of the primary fields of anthropology we will study how each provides a unique perspective on what it means to be human.  Using archaeological and ethnographic evidence we will consider different ways of living, the different roles of social organization, food production, gender, ethnicity, family, ceremony, religion, and magic in different societies, the beginnings of language, the origins of agriculture, the development of cities and the place of indigenous peoples in the modern world system.  The goal is to develop a broadened perspective on the differences and similarities in human biological and cultural adaptations and why they are significant for understanding and solving problems in the modern world.

Required Reading Materials:

1. Lavenda, Robert and Emily Schultz.  2013.  Core Concepts in Anthropology.  McGraw Hill.  5th Edition.
2. Turnbull, Colin.  2000.  The Forest People.  Simon & Schuster.

3. Dettwyler, Katherine.  1993.  Dancing Skeletons:  Life and Death in West Africa.  Waveland Press.  20th Anniversary Edition.
4. All other readings will be on Canvas. 
Course Objectives:  

1. Learn the foundations and principles of the core subfields of anthropology and the language of anthropological inquiry, ethics and imagination.

2. Discuss the “nature” of culture, how humans use culture to adapt, and how culture changes over time (comprehend contemporary theory).
3. Explore the diversity of human solutions to environmental & social puzzles.

4. Learn the origins/importance of language and the genesis of the symbolic mind.

5. Examine key themes of cultural anthropology: ethnicity, gender, family, ceremony, religion, and the modern world system.

6. Demonstrate comprehension of basic research methods in anthropology.

7. Apply the central theoretical, practical and ethical goals of anthropological research in historical context.

8. Examine human biological variation and the social importance of race and ethnicity to modern societies. 

9. Cultivate and refine our critical thinking, reading, writing, and debating skills by engaging with ethnography and engaging in ethnographic methods.

Reserve Reading Materials   (available on Canvas online):
How to access Canvas reserve readings:  Go to the Washington College homepage.  Click “Current Students”.  Click on the “Canvas” icon.  Login just as you would for your email account.  In the “My Courses” list, you will see our class “Introduction to Anthropology”.  Click on that link, and you will have access to announcements, turnitin.com, and reserve readings.  Select the appropriate reading by either the author’s name or title.  If a password is required, the password is:  bonobo

Exams:  There are three exams in this class.  Exams are designed to evaluate your comprehension of the fundamental principles of anthropology, fieldwork and ethics.  All exams will be given during the course of the semester.  Each of these exams will be cumulative.  The form and structure of these exams will be short answer, essay and multiple-choice. Incompletes will not be given except for extreme circumstances (documented illness, extreme emergency or participation in college sports teams).  Make-up exams will not be given unless discussed in advance – so please immediately talk with me in person, email or call if you cannot make the exam due to an emergency.

Assignments:  Assignments are designed to allow you to practice anthropology and demonstrate comprehension of the fundamental principles of anthropology as well as research methods and ethics.  There will be an assignment in which you interview people about their knowledge of a cultural domain of knowledge and then write a short analysis of general knowledge about that cultural domain.   The final paper focuses on conducting academic research on how modern dynamics impact traditional peoples around the world – allowing you to demonstrate comprehension and application of anthropological theory in research.  All assignments, exams and readings are designed to increase critical reading and writing skills, and essays are designed to show ability to discover and synthesize data from multiple sources and critically evaluate information.
Quizzes:  There will be very brief pop quizzes designed to test your comprehension and critical analysis of the readings and films. Always do the assigned readings for the day and be prepared for a pop-quiz.  These quizzes will generally cover the previous 2 days of readings.  

Class Organization:  Classes will consist of structured lectures, semi-structured group activities, open forum debate/discussion, and anthropological film. 

Evaluation of Learning Outcomes:

Three Exams:




100 pts each x 3
=  300 pts
Cultural Domain Exercise:


25 pts


=    25 pts

Final Paper:




50 pts


=    50 pts
Pop Quizzes:




5 pts each x ? 

=     ?  pts
Participation:




15 pts


=    15 pts

Final Grade: # pts earned by student (exams + assignments + pop quizzes + extra credit) / Total possible pts (390+ pop quizzes) = student’s % in course.  92% = A-.  88% = B+.  85% = B.  82% = B-.  78% = C+, etc. 
How to Calculate Your Grade:  I do not keep grades on Canvas.  It is your responsibility to keep track of your grade throughout the semester.  Keep all returned assignments and exams so you can quickly calculate your grade at any time.  To calculate your grade, add up the total number of points you have earned.  Also add up the total possible number of points at that moment in the semester.  Divide the total number of points you have earned by the total possible.  This is your current grade in the course.  Example:  It is midpoint in the semester and we have had one exam (100 points) and one assignment (25 points).  Total possible is 125 points.  The student earned 88 on the exam and 20 on the assignment.  88 + 20 = 108 points earned.  To calculate the grade, the student does the following math: 108 earned points/125 possible points = 0.864, or 86.4% in the class.
Emailed and Late Assignments:
Unless otherwise specified, all homework assignments must be submitted via hardcopy during class on the class date they are due.  Assignments may be turned in via email with an automatic deduction of one letter grade.  Thus, you can earn a maximum of 89 percent of the assignment’s value if your emailed assignment is perfect.

Late assignments will be accepted.  You do not even need to ask if you can turn an assignment in after the due date.  Late assignments will be accepted according to the following scale, which denotes the maximum points possible BEFORE the assignment is graded:

Up to 1 day =
1 letter grade (maximum of 89 percent)

2 days = 
2 letter grades (maximum of 79 percent)

3 days = 
3 letter grades (maximum of 69 percent)

4 days = 
F
Attendance:  Attendance is not part of your participation grade.  You should attend every class.  Barring extreme unforeseen, valid and documented circumstances, two absences will result in the reduction of your final grade by 1%.  Three absences will result in a reduction of your final grade by 2%.  Absence from a total of two weeks worth of class (four absences) will result in an automatic failing grade.

Participation: This class depends heavily on your active and enthusiastic participation in discussion.  Your contributions, thoughts, ideas, questions and interactions with your classmates are crucial.  Please read the material, absorb the material, evaluate the material, and come prepared to give your opinions.  Please remember that active participation (not mere attendance) makes up a portion of your grade (15 points).
Classroom Courtesy:  Given that we are all attempting to concentrate and participate, please refrain from texting, and turn off cell phones and digital music players before entering the classroom.  Also please do not engage in other distractions such as playing video games, reading, doing homework from other classes, surfing the web, talking, or eating food during class.  Such activities will affect evaluation of the participation portion of your grade.

Academic Honesty:  Washington College has a strict policy on academic honesty that each and every student should know and understand. If you have yet to read it, please do so at:  http://www.washcoll.edu/live/files/954-student-handbook-201213.  This honesty policy is for your protection, as dishonest conduct lowers both the value of your academic achievements and of your future degree from this institution.  Within the parameters of this course, each student will be expected to turn in all work on time, and to complete assignments without assistance (other than editing).  And as you well know, plagiarism is unacceptable, so please remember to cite or acknowledge any and all help you receive in formulating ideas (including help from magazine or journal articles, reference books, textbooks, internet, etc.).  Professors are required to report any breach of the academic honesty code to the campus disciplinary committee for discussion of appropriate disciplinary actions. If you have any questions about the breadth and scope of the student honor code, please contact me. Washington College has contracted with Turnitin.com, a web-based plagiarism prevention service. I may use this service in this class as an educational tool to help students avoid plagiarism, and I may submit your papers electronically to Turnitin.com or require you to do so.  Sign every paper and assignment for this class acknowledging that you have abided by the Honor Code.
Equal Access & Opportunity:  Students with learning differences have equal access and equal opportunity in this course.  If you require reasonable accommodations to fully participate in course activities or meet course requirements, you can register with the Office of Academic Skills on the 2nd floor of Miller Library (ext. 7883).  If you qualify for services, bring your letter of accommodation to me as soon as possible.  Also, students who have requested strict and total confidentiality under FERPA regulations should notify me as soon as possible in order to avoid any confusion about inclusion in group projects, emails, etc.

Important Dates:

January 30:


Drop-Add Deadline at 4:30pm today
March 12-16:


Spring Break

May 3:



Last Day of Classes

May 11:


Final Paper Must be Submitted to Canvas by NOON
*CC stands for the textbook “Core Concepts in Cultural Anthropology”
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment:  To be Read BEFORE class

	Jan 23
T
	Introduction to Anthropology
	CC: Ch. 1

	Jan 25
TH
	The Concept of Culture

	CC:  Ch. 2
Canvas:  Body Ritual Among the Nacirema; Shakespeare in the Bush

	Jan 30
T
	Learning about Cultures: How Anthropologists Do Fieldwork

	Canvas:  Tricking and Tripping; Eating Christmas in the Kalahari

	Feb 1
TH
	Learning about Cultures: Fieldwork  


	CC:  Appendix (read before starting Dancing Skeletons)

	Feb 6
T
	Diverse Approaches to Understanding Culture:
	Dancing Skeletons: Ch. 1-4
Cultural Domain Exercise Due

	Feb 8
TH
	Quiz & Discussion of Dancing Skeletons
	Dancing Skeletons: Ch. 5-9

	Feb 13
T
	Quiz & Discussion of Dancing Skeletons
	Dancing Skeletons: Ch. 10-14

	Feb 15
TH
	Exam I


	Exam I

	Feb 20
T
	Introduction to Language
	CC:  Ch. 3
Canvas:  Man the Talker

	Feb 22
TH
	Language and the Human Mind


	Canvas:  A Cultural Approach to Miscommunication

	Feb 27
T
	Language & Society
	Canvas:  Worlds Shaped by Words
CC: Ch. 7

	March 1
TH
	Race & Ethnicity

	Canvas:  AAA Statement on Race; Race Without Color

	March 6
T
	Race & Ethnicity:  
	CC:  Ch. 5
Optional:  Race Extra Credit Due

	March 8
TH
	Magic and Religion
	Canvas:  Baseball Magic; Adaptive Value of Religion

	March 13
T
	SPRING BREAK:  NO CLASS
	NO CLASS TODAY

	March 15
TH
	SPRING BREAK:  NO CLASS
	NO CLASS TODAY

	March 20
T
	Discussion of Forest People

Quiz!!!
	Forest People:  Ch. 1-3

	March 22
TH
	Discussion of Forest People 

Quiz!!!
	Forest People: Ch. 4-6

	March 27
T
	Production, Social Structure & Belief

Quiz!!!
	Forest People Ch. 7-15



	March 29
TH
	Exam II

	Exam II

	April 3
T
	SFAA MEETINGS: NO CLASS
	NO CLASS TODAY

	April 5
TH
	SFAA MEETINGS: NO CLASS
	NO CLASS TODAY

	April 10
T
	Defining/Understanding Globalization
	Canvas:  The Price of Progress



	April 12
TH
	Globalization & Traditional Cultures
	CC:  Ch. 10



	April 17
T
	Globalization & Traditional Cultures
Show Shamans Apprentice Today
	Canvas:  Ron Nigh (give yourself time to read this article, its advanced!!)

	April 19
TH
	Globalizing in Culturally Appropriate Ways
	Canvas:  Berlin & Berlin

	April 24
T
	Cultural Appropriation

Show White Shamans Today
	Canvas: Primer on Cultural Appropriation

	April 26
TH
	EXAM III
	EXAM III

	May 1
T
	Adaptation & Resistance - Maintaining Culture in the Modern World
	

	May 3
TH
	Last Day of Class
	Last Day of Class

	Friday May 11th
	Final Paper Must be Submitted to Canvas by NOON today.
	Final Paper Submitted to Canvas by NOON today


